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New Policy   
Effective January 1, 2020, Senate  Bill (SB) 1  requires the Department of  Motor Vehicles  
(DMV) to verify that diesel-fueled vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) 
over 14,000 pounds comply  with the  California Air Resources  Board (CARB) Truck and 
Bus Regulations.  
DMV will  deny  vehicle registration renewals  or transfers  for the following  CARB   
non-compliant vehicles:  

   
   

  
    

   
    
    

Effective Date Vehicle Model Year Weight 
January 1, 2020 2004 and older GVWR 14,001–26,000 pounds 

2000 and older GVWR over 26,000 pounds 
January 1, 2021 2007 and older GVWR 14,001–26,000 pounds 

2005 and older GVWR over 26,000 pounds 
January 1, 2022 2007 and older GVWR over 26,000 pounds 
January 1, 2023 2010 and older GVWR over 14,000 pounds 

If the customer needs a t emporary operating permit (TOP), one  may be issued  by DMV  if 
all registration fees  are paid as follows:  
• The customer’s  receipt must be stamped with the date the TOP was issued. 
• A second 90-day TOP can  only  be issued by the Technical Compliance Section (TCS)

once CARB notifies TCS that one  can be issued.  The second TOP is automatically 
mailed to  the customer upon notification from  CARB. 
—Refer customers that request a  second 90-day TOP to the CARB Diesel Hotline               

    at 1-866-634-3735, not TCS. 
A new error message was created to identify non-compliant vehicles:  

   
   

 
  

   

Msg # Message Explanation 
Q208 ARB Non-Compliant 

Vehicle 
The vehicle does not comply with CARB’s 
Heavy- duty Diesel Regulations (SB1). 

A new Record Condition Code (RCC) was created in Subrecord E to identify  both 
compliant and non-compliant vehicles:  

Description 
ARB heavy-duty diesel registration for vehicles with a gross vehicle weight 
rating (GVWR) over 14,000 pounds. 
Reason Code 01 = ARB Compliant. 
Reason Code 02 = ARB Non-Compliant. 

 
 

RCC 
85 
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New Policy, continued 

A new message was created and will appear in the middle of the renewal notice (see 
Attachment A) for vehicles that are not compliant with CARB Truck and Bus Regulations. 

Message 
CARB Non-Compliant Vehicle: Contact CARB at 1-866-634-3735 or visit 
arb.ca.gov/truckstop.com for more information. 

Procedures 
Type transaction code (TTC) I00 and I05 are not permitted for diesel vehicles with a 
GVWR over 14,000 pounds with a 2010 model year or older. TTC H00 and H05 are 
required. When keying transactions for commercial vehicles with a GVWR over 14,000 
pounds and error message Q208 is present, use the following guidelines: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Tr

 

If the 
ansaction Is a(n)   

And the  Then the Technician Must 

Original 
 

Customer pays 
registration fees 

• Start the transaction and use RDF    
CODE “Z” and key “CARB 
Compliance Required”.  

• Provide a CARB bookmark to the 
customer. 

Original Clearance 
 

Customer returns all 
clearance documents 
and states vehicle is 
CARB compliant 

• Route the application to DMV for 
processing. 
NOTE: Inventory is mailed to the 
customer when CARB compliance is 
confirmed. 

Renewal or 
Transfer 

Record contains 
RCC: 85 RSN: 02 

• Start the transaction and use RDF 
CODE “Z” and key “CARB 
Compliance Required”. 

• Provide CARB bookmark to the 
customer. 

Renewal or 
Transfer Clearance 

• Record contains 
RCC: 85 RSN: 02  

• Customer returns 
all clearance 
documents and 
states the vehicle 
is CARB 
compliant 

• Have the applicant complete a 
Statement of Facts (REG 256) form 
stating the date the vehicle was 
CARB compliant. 

• Route the application to DMV for 
processing.  
NOTE: Inventory is mailed to the 
customer when CARB compliance is 
confirmed. 

NOTE: Clearance transaction–CARB updates the record five business days after the 
vehicle becomes CARB compliant.   
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Blanket Distribution 

A blanket distribution of CARB bookmarks (see Attachment B), which includes CARB’s 
website and information on how to comply with their emission regulations, will be sent to field 
offices.  

Background 
Currently, all diesel, natural gas, or propane-powered vehicles that weigh 14,001 pounds 
or more GVWR and 1997 and older model-year vehicles are not required to meet/comply 
with CARB’s emission standards and are exempt from smog requirements. 
Effective January 1, 2020, SB 1 (Chapter 5, Statutes of 2017) requires DMV to deny 
registration to diesel-powered vehicles with GVWR over 14,001 pounds that do not 
comply with CARB emission standards. 

References 
California Vehicle Code §§4000.15, 4156, and 9275.5 
Health and Safety Code §43018 

Distribution  
Notification that this memo is available online at dmv.ca.gov under Publications was 
made via California DMV’s Automated Email Alert System in October 2019. 

Contact  
Call the DMV Customer Communications Section at (916) 657-6560 for further 
clarification of this memo. 
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