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New Information 

The Application for Title or Registration (REG 343) form has been revised (see 

attachment).  

NOTE: Continue to use REG 343 (REV. 4/2021) until depleted.  

Changes to the REG 343 

The front and back of the revised REG 343 (REV. 12/2022) must be completed. The 

revised form has the following changes:   

• Section 4 – ODOMETER INFORMATION  

— Checkboxes for Miles and Kilometers were added for customers to record the 

odometer in miles or kilometers.  

— The appropriate box must be checked when completing the form.  

• Section 6 – COST INFORMATION 

— The verbiage “be in U.S. Dollars” was added to the first sentence of this section 

for clarification.  

— Foreign vehicles purchased with foreign currency must be converted to U.S. 

dollars. 

• Section 7 – FOR OUT-OF-STATE VEHICLES  

— The verbiage “OR OUT-OF-COUNTRY VEHICLES” was removed from the 

section title.  

— Foreign vehicles are not exempt from California Use Tax. Continue to follow 

instructions in Vehicle Industry Registration Procedures Manual §4.055.  

— Refer applicants who inquire about use tax/sales tax exemption to CDTFA. A list 

of CDTFA offices is available at cdtfa.ca.gov. If applicable, CDTFA will issue a 

Certificate of Use Tax Clearance (CDTFA–111), Certificate of Vessel Use Tax 

Clearance (CDTFA–111–B), or Certificate of Excise Tax Clearance (CDTFA–

1138) form for commercial vehicles subject to fuel tax to present to DMV with 

their registration/transfer application. However, if a customer insists taxes or 

partial taxes are not due, have the customer complete a Statement of Facts (REG 

256) form stating the reason and process the application using existing procedures. 

NOTE: The difference between sales and use tax is how it is calculated and 

who pays them. Sales tax is applied when merchandise is purchased, 

collected, and remitted to the government by the seller. Use tax is applied to 

the use, storage, or other consumption when merchandise is purchased without 

tax from a business located outside the state and paid to the government by the 

consumer.  

• Section 9 – CERTIFICATIONS Signatures required  

— The DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER field was changed to TELEPHONE OR 

EMAIL ADDRESS. This allows the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to 

collect customer email addresses. 
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Background  

The Technical Compliance Section identified common customer errors in completing the 

form, which delays the processing of the transactions with the REG 343. This revision 

addresses those errors and improves customer service and processing of the form. 

References 

Vehicle Code §4450 

Health and Safety Code (HSC) §§43150-43156 

Vehicle Industry Registration Procedures Manual, Chapters 4 and 12  

VIN 2012-23 Revised/Separated REG 343 and REG 31 Forms 

Distribution 

Notification that this memo is available at dmv.ca.gov under Vehicle Industry Services, was 

made via the California DMV Automated Email Alert System in May 2023 to the following: 

• Dealers  

• Registration Services  
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